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1. To young people

What does word education
mean? Shouldn t the teachers
ask themselves why they
educate and why are students
being educated? Is the
purpose of going to school to

learn different subjects, pass
exams, compete with others
for better grades, in short, a
preparation for earning for
living?




2. Understanding life and nature

It 1s far more important to achieve the
understanding of life and nature than
to become a good physicist or a
chemist. Life does not mean only
having a job, a profession, it 1s much
more: life means the poor and the rich,
life 1s constant struggle between
nations and religions, life means birds,
flowers, rivers full of fish, life 1s sky,
and earth. Therefore education has no
meaning if 1t does not help us
understand life and nature in all its
aspects, with all its beauty and pain.




3. Freedom of thought

It 1s very important that we receive education
in the environment which can give us
freedom. Freedom does not mean that we
can do what we like — 1t means that we can
study life more in depth. it is very important
that we are allowed to think without fear, not
merely following the already established
patterns, but being able to discover reality.
Life will show all its beauty but only 1f
people have freedom to develop their
personalities.




4. Goals of education

The purpose of education 1s to eliminate the
destructive fear which comes from within o
without and damages human thought,

relationships and love. If we are full of fea
cannot observe and study life and nature, a
become aware of 1t. Fear prevents us from
becoming intelligent, since intelligence 1s tl
ability to think without fear and established
patterns.




5. Nature, school of the greatest wisdom

Every person who wants to learn has to
realize that mind has been granted to us as
the greatest gift of nature. The question 1s
how mind can be the best utilized. it 1s
important to understand the importance of
sound and healthy knowledge which will be
used for the benefit of the nation and
mankind. Here 1s a story of a science
teacher who said that students used only
printed books and none had ever tried to
teach them from non-printed ones. the
disciples asked the teachers to give them an
example of a non-printed book. “This i1s
NATURE”, he said.

(Anthony de Mello)




6. Schools of human life

All stages of life can be divided into seven
educational levels which can be compared with
natural phenomena:

the school of birth is linked with the beginning of
the year and the month of JANUARY;

the school of early childhood 1s similar to
FEBRUARY or MARCH when buds on trees start
shooting;

the school of childhood is like APRIL when first
flowers start blossoming;

the school of adolescence is related with MAY
when fruits start forming;

the school of adulthood is like the months from
JUNE to NOVEMBER when fruits become ripe
and the plants is getting ready for winter;

the school of old age is like DECEMBER when
the year terminates and human life ends.

(Jan Amos Comenius)




7. Teacher — the servant of human nature

Some thoughts about nature as our teacher:

“Nature 1s the best teacher”

(Katon)

“We cannot miss the way if we are directed by nature.”

(Cicero)

“Let us not be led astray from the path which nature has given to us.”
(Seneca)

Those who live accordingly with nature will realize that learning can be
pleasant and easy. On the other hand, those who are violent to nature or
act against it will inevitably end in destruction. A teacher should always
be supportive, not going against nature, never doing things too early
waiting for the time to ripe. A small bird cannot break its wings if kept
safely in the nest. It can break wings if frightened or if it must suddenly
leave the nest. Therefore the teacher has to know when and how to pass
knowledge to students.




